Congress of the United States

Washington, DE 20510

May 2, 2022

President Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden:

We urge you to extend through June 30, 2024, the Deferred Enforced Departure (DED)
and employment authorization for Liberians in the United States. We ask that you take this
action immediately in order to avoid further anxiety and uncertainty in our nation’s Liberian
communities.

In providing this extension, we also urge you to expand DED to cover Liberian
individuals who have continuously resided in the United States since May 20, 2017, when the
last Temporary Protected Status (TPS) period for Liberians ended. Further, we ask that you
update the list of DED exclusions to remove the category of Liberians who “sought or seek LPR
[legal permanent resident] status under the LRIF [Liberian Refugee Immigration Fairness]
provision but whose applications have been or are denied by the Secretary of Homeland
Security.” Many applicants may have been denied LPR status for administrative reasons, such as
insufficient fees or missing documents, that are challenging to cure once the program has lapsed.

U.S.-Liberia ties run deep, as many free and newly emancipated African-Americans were
resettled there in the 1800s. In 1989, a seven-year civil war broke out in Liberia that would
claim the lives of over 200,000 people and displace more than half of the Liberian population.
During the conflict, food production halted and the country’s infrastructure and economy were
destroyed. A second civil war followed from 1999 to 2003. Then from 2014 to 2016, Liberia
faced an extensive Ebola outbreak that killed an estimated 5,000 of the 10,000 people who
contracted the disease. The outbreak devastated the country’s fragile health care system,
infrastructure, and economy, while exacerbating social tensions.

During this long succession of uniquely tragic circumstances, thousands of Liberians who
were forced from their homes sought refuge in the United States. In recognition of danger and
instability in the country, since 1991, subsequent Administrations have granted TPS and DED
designations for Liberians. Congress then unified to support this community in 2019 through
passage of the Liberian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act. This law created a pathway to
citizenship for the thousands of Liberians who have called the U.S. home for years — contributing
to our workforce, paying taxes, and become integral members of our communities. In addition,
thanks to your day-one executive action, Liberian DED recipients are authorized to remain in the
United States through June 30, 2022.
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The latest DED extension has been a vital lifeline for this community, and a DED
extension is once again necessary. With unprecedented backlogs at U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS), implementation of LRIF was uneven. Many Liberians had to
deal with the impacts of exceedingly slow processing times, eroding trust between immigrant
communities and the U.S. government. In addition, the last available data shows a 12-month
average LRIF processing time, which means that an applicant who applied prior to the December
2021 deadline could face losing their DED status before receiving a decision on their LRIF
application. Further, should their application be denied after June 30, 2022, they will lose their
legal status, work authorization, and protection from deportation. Extending DED status will
give Liberians with DED peace of mind to live and work as their LRIF application awaits
adjudication, prevent unsuccessful applicants from suddenly falling out of status without
warning, and allow time for Liberians to correct or appeal flawed or improperly denied
applications.

In addition, the global COVID-19 pandemic has persisted far beyond expectations,
continuing to disrupt the free movement of people and nearly every nation’s economic recovery.
Indeed, in Liberia, the World Bank estimates that real GDP contracted by 3.0 percent and that
the extreme poverty rate rose to 51 percent in 2020, up from 38.1 percent in 2014. Liberia only
completed its first democratic transfer of power in decades in 2017, and there are still serious
concerns about the country’s ability to maintain peace and deliver essential services to its
population. An influx of Liberians deported from the United States could further stress the
country’s fragile recovery and limited infrastructure, reversing the nation’s advances in
rebuilding from both the pandemic and past political and socioeconomic instability. It would
also diminish the crucial investment and assistance that Liberians in the U.S. provide through
remittances to their relatives in Liberia. Furthermore, the Center for Migration Studies estimated
in 2020 that 7,900 of the Liberian nationals potentially eligible for LRIF serve as critical
essential infrastructure workers in the United States, particularly in the health care sector.
Sending these individuals back to Liberia could have a detrimental effect on the U.S. economy at
a time when we are faced with a severe labor shortage and still feeling the impact of the
pandemic.

Over the decades, uncertainty surrounding extensions of DED for Liberians has caused
severe anxiety and confusion throughout Liberian communities in our states. Liberians with
DED status are deeply involved in our civic, business, and faith communities; they are our
families, coworkers, neighbors, and friends. They deserve a fair shot at receiving the benefits of
LRIF, as Congress intended — and many are still pursuing this legal pathway. For the reasons we
have enumerated, we believe it is in the United States’ best interests to permit these individuals
to remain here at least through June 30, 2024. We appreciate your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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United States Senator
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United States Senator
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Anthony G. Brown
Member of Congress
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Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress
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Sheldon Whitehouse
United States Senator
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Tina Smith
United States Senator
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David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress




